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It's a crime

POT PLAN CONFUSES CANADIANS
By MARIA MCCLINTOCK, OTTAWA BUREAU

CANADIANS ARE confused about what the
federal government means when it talks about the
decriminalization of pot, a new poll shows. The
poll of 1,000 Canadians was done by the polling
firm SES for Tory MP Randy White.

The survey was done from Jan. 28 to Feb. 2 and
is accurate to plus or minus 3 percentage points,
19 times out of 20.

White said he was surprised by the confusion.

"The government is doing a very poor job. If they
are moving into decriminalization of marijuana,
then they should spend hundreds of dollars on
television, on radio and in newspapers, explaining
this to Canadians," White said.

The survey asked:"The Canadian government has
recently moved to decriminalize the personal
possession of marijuana. Do you believe that
decriminalization (a) makes possession legal, (b)
leaves possession illegal, (c) unsure, (d) no
answer.

"One out of every two, or 49%, of Canadians
believe that decriminalizing marijuana actually
makes possession legal," SES president Nik
Nanos said the poll indicates.

Of those surveyed, 41% said they believed
decriminalization leaves possession illegal. With
decriminalization, marijuana possession would be
illegal but not a criminal offence, much like, for
example, speeding.
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CNEWS Headlines

CANADA | Fixed link between Newfoundland and Labrador feasible but
expensive

WORLD | Iragi suicide bomber kills more than 100

TECH NEWS | Alias a surefire Oscar winner

CANADA | Marijuana party leader joins Liberals, says it's best chance
for legalization

WORLD | BTK suspect confesses to 6 slayings

LAW & ORDER | Supporters, foes unhappy at legal treatment of
Holocaust denier Ernst Zundel

POLITICS | Manley backs away from controversy over federal Liberal
leadership

WAR ON TERROR | British man pleads guilty to conspiring with shoe-
bomber to blow up aircraft

WEIRD NEWS | Little Stanley Cup, a tradition since 1954, will be
awarded to peewee team
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